PRIMARY TRACK: Guideline implementation SECONDARY TRACK: Guideline implementation methods BACKGROUND (INTRODUCTION): A common policy strategy to help promote knowledge translation (KT) is the production of clinical guidance. However, it has been demonstrated that the simple publication of guidance is unlikely to optimize practice. For dentistry in Scotland, the production of national clinical guidance is the responsibility of the Scottish Dental Clinical Effectiveness Programme (SDCEP). To support implementation of SDCEP guidance into clinical practice, TRiaDS (Translation Research in a Dental Setting) is a recently established multidisciplinary research collaboration that aims to develop a program of KT research embedded within the SDCEP guidance development process. LEARNING OBJECTIVES (TRAINING GOALS): 1. To understand how the TRiaDS approach is embedded within a guidance development process. 2. To understand the component parts of the TRiaDS framework. METHODS: TRiaDS is developing a standardized framework to enable a timely assessment of the impact of each SDCEP guidance document and an informed approach to the need for and choice of additional KT interventions. RESULTS: For each SDCEP guidance document, a process of diagnostic analysis begins at the start of guidance development. Information is gathered about current practice. Key recommendations and associated behaviors are identified and prioritized. Stakeholder questionnaires and interviews are used to identify potential barriers and enablers. Where possible, routinely collected data are used to measure compliance with the guidance and to inform decisions about whether a KT intervention is required. Interventions are informed by data gathered during the diagnostic phase and prior published evidence.
DISCUSSION (CONCLUSION):
The embedding of TRi-aDS within a national program of guidance development offers a unique opportunity to inform and influence the guidance development process, with the potential to inform dental services practitioners, policy-makers, and patients on how best to translate national recommendations into routine clinical activities. In addition, although based in primary dental care and focused on SDCEP guidance, the TRiaDS framework is readily transferable across professional disciplines.
